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ltdés not easy to get there.

The plan was to fly (overnight) from Dulles to Heathrow to Glasgow, take a cab to the train, then up the west ci
and sleep. Wake up, ferry to the Isle of Mull, bus across the island, and then ferry to the Isle of lona.

Things didndot go according to plan.

FIights were cancell ed. Il nstead, I flew from Pen
bag took a long nap on a tarmac. Instead of flying to Glasgow at 8am | missed my connection and eventually |
Edinburgh at 10:30pm that night. Promptly, | cancelled the hotebunt€abte, nain tickets, shifted the ferrjeschedu
and hoped for the best.

Somewhere between brushing my teeth in the airport and catching the last ferry to 10 e —
wonder if it was worth it. Why travel during a new wavd 8P G@MIBpend two and half

in understaffed terminals and crowded stations? Why leave my family behind? Why

the money, the time, the energy?

Every seven years a pastor in the Charlotte Presbytery is required to take a sabbatic.
Because of the pandemic, this summer marked my eighth year, and the one thing | f&=
to do was travel alone, to the middle of nowhere.

Honestly when | made the plans last December, things were so busy | booked a plargs
small room on the Isle of lona and kept moving through Advent without much thoughf#

The island itself is tiny. While visitors come and go, lona is a small fishing village of 150 full time ieesdgolents anc
The primary school hosts 17 children, and a working Abbey stands tall on the eastern face. Established,in 56:
in many ways lona was the cradle of Celtic Christianity and continues to be a destination for Christian pilgrims.

As much as | valued daily prayer
myself to be one of those intentional pilgrims. 1 just showed up, and once |
wasndédt sure what to do with mysel"

George Macleod, founder of the ecumenical lona Community, wrote that lo
6a thin place where only tissue p.
| experienced it as such. As my soul began to settle, | became more comfc
the silence, and began to notice -
and within my own thoughts.

As | reflect on my days at lona, one thing is clear: no one should have to tr:
halfway across the globe to experience the Divine, much less think clearly.

For three year s doing btRokéep thisgs mdvihg. Roaunlke nyeravel to lona, our plans wer:
constantly disrupted, stalled, cancelledy amcuré e d . Al ongsi de Selwynodés Sess
of the pandemic with as much intelligence, energy
has been worth the journey! As | return from sabbatical it seems as if we have finally arrived at our thadtofatior
actinppntheflwi t h ur gency, | et Gatogethert Ratigion is mokaltaskyor achobiyson ttieelist o
to do.Faith is a way of being and ordering our lives together. | hopdevehtanh for one another and for those we

encounter in this broken and hurting world. See you on Sunday.
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Rally Day

Join us as we kickoff our new program

Sunday School for All, 9:30am
Jazz Worship, 10:30am
Communion will be observed during wors

= =4 —a -

worship. Please bring a side dish to shar
Remember to bring a blanket or lawn cha

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

September 11|

A potluck picnic will be held on the lawn affter

will not meet.

yealWe welcome

Saylor Marietta Rile
daughter of

""" horn on July 29, 2022.
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r. We welcome

Nora Michelle Piacentino

SAPC "The Bates Society"
Selwyn Avenue Presbyterian
has been a blessing to many o

daughter of
hAdelm and Cindy Piacentino,

the years. We are pleased to

i ntroduce you
Legacy Planned Giving progra
appropriately nanted BatesSo c i. e t
This new program offers you and your fa
an opportunity to bless Selwyn for genera
come. Click here to read more.
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ver born on August 9, 2022.
y Gollins Quinn Potter
mily daughter of

itRmiflitpand Michelle Potter,
born on August 11, 2022.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

BISCUIT®N THE LAW
9:30am, September
Sunday School classg

. Thomson and Vanessa Riley,

In Nursing or Retirement Homes
s AldersgateDick Metzler
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Merrywooedo Caldwell, Pat Ferguson
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Kay Hastings, Art Jones, Bobbye Lil
Tom and Sally Moore
flphant - SAPC BOOK CLUB
WhisPeReR will meet on
September 20, 6:30pm
\ at Sir Edmon
*w—\ Restaurant to discuss

The Elephant Whisper
by Lawrence Anthony
Questions, contagancy Bobbiti
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WORSHIP

Join us weekly for Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:30am.
September 11, 10:30am Communion will bdigargatie Rally Day Jazz servig

If you cannot attend worship in the sanctuary an email is sent at 10:15am
Facebook link

SANCTUARY FLOWERS& are encouraged to sign up in honor or memory of people or occasions. To rese
contacMarsha Cooper Checks for $65 should be made to the

CHI L DR E N A& nvt€cHIdbdnaBesA thrauigh 5th gdeto pinus. The chaiill meeseptember 21 and 28,
October 5 and 12, 5:8pmin te Chapel. Questions coitaoty Nutter

X

X

X

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FORMATION

SUNDAY PRESCHOOL AND NURSE&RYAM, 10:30ANur loving nursery keepers care for the children.
CHILDRENS SUNDAY SCHIO®80AMKS 5th grade children will gather with Nancy Nutter in the Bowman building.

ATTENTION RISING KINDERGARTEN STUD&BHIBReadiness Classes for Kindergarten children, and first apd s
grade children that have not taken this class, starts September 11. Classes will meet Sundays at 9:30anththrough| Oct
Bowman building to review the elements of worship, including the sacraments of baptism and communioniv& he childr
communion on October 2, during 10:30am worship with the congregation. Please register youNekmity byucentacting

YOUTH SUNDAY SCH@9i30AMMiddle and High School Coffee Talks will meet in the Bagevelotisand eighth
grade confirmation classes begin. Césmtador additional information.

ADULT SUNDAY SCH@®L30AMThe Christian Education and Formation (CEF) Group has decided to reorganize al
consolidate all adult Sunday School classes élasegesThis reorganization is an opportunity to (a) grow our strong traglitio
intergenerational interaction by further expanding it into Sunday Scholl hour, (b) allow individual membgrSctoochoope &
class to meet their needs in their faith jour.ney and

Faith Forward

Open to members of any age/stage of life the study will be Hasastiog threthe Woundriculum (Revised Common
Lectionary), which includes reading scriptur elicatiopimet
current issues and optional reading at home. Intended for those seeking to fill gaps in key tenants gfdaithitwwi{or f
not require building on what was discussed or covered in prior classes.
Taught by Charlie Harris, Erin Mills, Elizabeth Stearns, and Casey Cothran (as well as ministry teaentontmé)ers| fror

Conversations on Faith
Open to members of any age/stage of life the class will examine all aspects of Christian life, includingBiplastydy :
issues.It will be accessible, relatable and enjoyable and be-Hasmisiithout you being "put on the spot".

No required reading outside of clas§time.of the classes will build on what was discussed and covered in prior
classesTaught by Sue Ward, Susan Lohr, Susan Lemmon, and John Lemmon.

Circle meetings resume in September. Please contact a Circle leader for noore informati
Pam Brownlee, PW Moderator.

o\
Circle #1, Women of Won8eptember 12, 11:30pAmn Copeland, Cacky Newitt -.Y‘ &
Circle #2, Peace Seekdmmie Yearwood v\)
Circle #3, Our Spiritual JourBegtember 13, 10:30d8nbbie Hankins \.—

Circle #4, Evening Gre8eptember 6, 7pidancy Bobbitt

Circle #5, Daughters of F&é&ptember 14, 11am, Wedkhcie Northa&ur study for the year will be the podcast serigs,
For the Loweith Jen Hatmaker, we will begin with The Elephant in the Room.
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YOUTH NEWS

/ PaRi g iy QAT SR
YOUTH GAME NIGHT
Join us Friday
September 2
6-7:30pm

Confirmation Class for @nd8h Graders

Seventh and eighth graders, parents, and mentors mark your calendar for the
on September 11, 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. We will walk through the cg

journey, share the schedule, and answer any questions.

By August 28, each confirmand is resporfsiblenfat i ng a

ment or|

> St
il

detailed information antfiletycknow by August 28 if you plan to participate in the ¢

or if you have any questions or concerns.

RSVP tdlargo

Middle School Youth Retreat
August 1a12

MISSION

MONTCLAIRE KIDS

AND

THE GREATER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
NEED YOU!

There are a variety of commitment levels and opportunities to assist

a Montclaire child or family.
Visit th&ign Up Forrwhich is regularly updated wit
immediate and ongoing needs.

-

If you sign up, a member of the Mission team will corrtact you

Habitat for Humanity

Sel wynébés Habi

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE

Plase\oth uifipfaYing Yof thode infaffected communities. To offer your financial suppor

Saturday, November 19. We Brganq 5 check to Selwyn, designating PDA and the specific area in the memo line, or s¢nd

scheduled to do painting on alngiffactly to Presbyterian Church USA, PO Box 643700, Pittsburgd7RAdi5atact PDA by
phone 8008723283.

house on Primrose Avenue.

Make a note on your calendaf andrq; the financial and technical emergency humanitarian response through faith commui
those fleeing Ukraine, please designate your donatidiktaif®®BR000156 in the mpmc

watch for more details in churfh

publications.
:fﬁ— Habitat

for Humanity®
of the Charlotte Region

line or text PDAUKR to 41444.

For PDA National Response Team assistance in the recent devastated flood communiti

Kentucky, Virginia, and Missouri, please designate your dongfioodingMDR00019]L.
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